and fi nances of the church, the administration of justice, and the social status of the clergy and of lawyers. Jones does go on to declare that his introductory narrative chapters will nevertheless give an outline of ecclesiastical history, but he then repeats his intention to emphasise social and economic factors. 3 In the following pages I will survey briefl y the presentation of Christianity in the Later Roman Empire, before I turn to look in slightly more detail at two of Jones' most infl uential and controversial theories: his characterisation of Constantine, the fi rst Christian Roman Emperor, and his assessment of the impact of Christianity upon the empire as a whole.
I do not intend to comment here upon Jones' personal religious views. In the words of Jones' daughter, Mrs Cordelia Gidney, "although styling himself an atheist he never assumed that believers were necessarily either knaves or fools". 4 Certainly Jones was fully aware of the importance of religious history to the study of Late Antiquity, 5 and also of the potential for personal bias to infl uence the study of the Church.
6 His own attitude towards the primary sources for Church history is once again made explicit in his Preface, as too are the priorities with which he approached those writings:
